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Introduction

Assessment is intrinsic to curriculum design and its overarching purpose within the curriculum is to support every
learner to make progress. It is integral to learning and teaching and it requires effective partnerships among all those

involved, including the learner.

Assessment plays a fundamental role in ensuring each individual learner is supported and challenged accordingly. It
should contribute to developing a holistic picture of the learner – their strengths, the ways in which they learn, and
their areas for development – in order to inform next steps in learning and teaching. Assessment should not be used

to make a one-off judgement on the overall achievement of a learner at a set age or point in time against
descriptors or criteria on a ‘best-fit’ basis.

To support individual learner progression, assessment has three main roles – supporting individual learners on an
ongoing, day-to-day basis; identifying, capturing and reflecting on individual learner progress over time; and

understanding group progress in order to reflect on practice.
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At St. Mary’s assessment is an integral part of our curriculum and teaching and learning on a daily basis to ensure
learners make good progress. Teachers work closely with learners to identify what they know, what they need to
know next and what strategies will help them to do this. Staff make informed judgements about pupil progress and
achievements. At St. Mary’s we understand that assessment is an ongoing process which informs teaching and
learning and is integral to future planning.

Aims of Assessment
The aims of assessment at St. Mary’s are to:

● evaluate the learners’ work by using common practices across the school;
● regularly and effectively respond to learners’ work so that they receive positive and constructive feedback;
● ensure that learners understand any judgements made regarding their work and use this information to

improve;
● improve communication between the school and parents and, therefore, help parents become more involved

in their children’s progress;
● facilitate a smooth transition between year groups, progression steps and schools.

Types of Assessment
At St. Mary’s different types of assessment at used to assess pupil progress. We used 3 main types of assessment:

● Assessment OF Learning – summative assessments, i.e. national personalised assessments/ tests
● Assessment FOR Learning – day-to-day ongoing assessment with learners on a daily basis
● Assessment IN Learning – learners monitor and assess their own learning and progress



Assessment for Learning

Assessment for learning involves using assessment in the classroom on a daily basis to ensure learners make good
progress within the lesson and across a series of lessons over time. Teachers help learners to understand where they
are in their learning in relation to the lesson learning objective and support them to ‘close the gap’ between what
they currently know and what they can achieve by the end of the lesson. This type of assessment is closely linked to
teachers’ curriculum planning so that next steps can be planned for and to enable the teacher to differentiate the
planning for all learners’ abilities within the class. Assessment and planning form an ongoing cycle.

Assessment for learning in the classroom involves:
● Sharing learning outcomes with the learners
● Observing learners
● Marking and providing feedback that helps learners to identify how to improve
● Believing every learner can improve and make progress
● Recognising that both motivation and self-esteem can be increased by effective assessment
● Using open-ended questioning to deepen thinking
● Teachers allowing learners sufficient thinking time and opportunities to talk to their peers about their

learning

Marking and Feedback

‘Feedback is one of the most powerful influences on learning and achievement’
(Hattie and Timperley 2007, Review of Educational Research March 2007, Vol. 77, No. 1, pp. 81–112)

 
Marking and feedback forms an important part of assessment at St. Mary’s. Effective feedback and feedforward given
to pupils through marking and reviewing work provides constructive steps for every learner to ensure progress. It
focus’ on success and improvement needs against learning intentions and success criteria; enabling learners to
become reflective learners and to close the gap between current and desired performance.

See Marking and Feedback Policy for details.

Assessment in Learning

At St. Mary’s assessment in learning is a key area within teaching and learning. This type of assessment involves
learners in assessing themselves (self-assessment) and others (peer-assessment) to assess, monitor and reflect on
their own and their peers learning. Research has shown that being part of the review process raises standards and
empowers learners to take action to improve their own performance. Learners are taught self and peer assessment
techniques in all year groups to identify what they have done well and what they need to improve. (see Appendix 1 –
Progress in Self & Peer Assessment). Learners are provided with dedicated improvement time and is planned
regularly by teacher’s within lessons.

The placemat below shows the variety of strategies used across the school:



Assessment of Learning
At certain points throughout the year, learners undertake assessments (tests) which enable teachers to assess what
the children after a longer period of teaching. This helps teachers to assess learner’s progress and plan for future
learning over the next half a term/ term. At the start of the year, all learners complete baseline assessments for key
areas of learning, literacy, numeracy and well-being, and learners progress is tracked from this throughout the year.
Learner progress is also tracked from year-to-year using this data. See Appendix 2 – Assessment Timetable – for
assessments undertaken.

Literacy, Numeracy, RE and Well-being are assessed at least termly, with other areas of learning assessed once taught
throughout the year and completed by the end of the year.



Learning Reviews
Each term, class teachers meet with the headteacher to discuss the progress of learners in their class. All teachers
complete a learning review form before the meeting and discussions are recorded on this form. Assessment data of
all types is used to discuss the progress each child is making. Learner’s not making good progress or better are
identified and strategies/ next steps are discussed and then actioned by teachers/ senior leaders. Learner’s identified
with possible additional learning needs are referred to the ALNCo.

Tracking Pupil Progress
Up to September 2022, pupil progress was monitored using the Assessment Foundation Incerts online system. Since
the introduction of Curriculum for Wales, the school is currently creating its own whole school tracking system.

Currently at St Mary’s, progress is tracked using online and paper-based formative assessments using spreadsheets
using standardised scores and to analyse progress in numeracy, literacy and well-being. This data is discussed along
with teacher assessment and termly learning reviews.

Information for Parents and Carers

Parents are kept informed of their child’s progress in school regularly through:
● Formal autumn and spring term Teacher-Parent meeting – both online and face-to-face meetings are offered.
● Curriculum maps – so parents know what is being taught each term
● Celebration sessions – parents are invited to come into school to look at and discuss their children’s work

with their children.
● Achievement Assemblies – termly assemblies to celebrate children’s progress in each class
● Topic Placemats – sent home termly to showcase what the class has learnt and so parents can discuss with

their children.
● End of Year Report
● Meeting requests when required by teachers and/ or parents
● Online home learning – enables parents to see how and what their children are learning

We encourage parents to contact the school at anytime throughout the year if they have concerns about any aspect
of their child’s work.

For learners with additional learning needs, parents are offered meetings with the school ALNCo at least twice a year
to review IDPs, discussing progress and next steps.

Appendix 1 – Progress in self and peer assessment





Appendix 2 – Assessment Timetable


